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Who is of the church?
Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The
Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” Acts 15:5

The

of the first church

a. Lydia - Wealthy, elite, and female

On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of
prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of
those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth.
She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message.

15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If
you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she
persuaded us. Acts 16:13-15

“The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul”

b. Slave Girl - Demonically possessed human trafficking victim

“Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a
spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by
fortune-telling.” Acts 16:16

c. Roman Solider - middle class “company guy”

“The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don'’t
harm yourself! We are all here!” The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before
Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” Acts
16:27-30

Early church taught us how to respond to persecution: Songs in the night

Implications today




